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Abstract. This study aims to analyze the forms and factors causing language errors in student journalistic
works in the online media Genta FKIP UNJA. The method used is a corpus-based descriptive linguistic analysis
using 20 news texts published in 2023-2024 as data sources. Data were analyzed by classifying errors at the
levels of spelling, morphology, syntax, and semantics. The results showed that the most dominant errors were
in the aspect of spelling, followed by morphology, semantics, and syntax. Errors include capitalization,
loanwords, affixation, subject repetition, inappropriate use of conjunctions, ambiguity, redundancy, and the
use of metaphorical expressions that are not contextually appropriate. Factors causing errors include a weak
understanding of language rules, the influence of spoken language in writing, limited vocabulary, ineffective
sentences, and minimal editing processes and journalistic training. The findings of this study indicate that
improving the quality of student journalistic writing requires concrete solutions in practical techniques and
skill development in language error analysis, the application of standard language rules, and systematic
editing. Through these efforts, students are expected to produce news texts that are more accurate, effective,
and communicative.
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Introduction

Language is a system of symbols used by humans to convey ideas, thoughts and feelings to
other people (Suandi, 2014:4). According to Abdul Chaer (2014:4), the definition of language is as
follows: "Language is a system of arbitrary (willed) sound symbols used by members of society to
cooperate, interact, and form social relationships with others around them. In line with
Djajasudarma, Fatimah, and Riris Loisa (2016) Language is a system of sound symbols used by
humans to communicate, convey information, and show social identity. In the world of journalism,
language plays an important role as the main instrument for conveying information. Accuracy in
language use is an absolute requirement, especially in online media which is popular with the public
because of its speed and ease of access. As a means of communication, language not only conveys
messages, but also determines the credibility and professionalism of the media. According to Haris
Sumadiria (2011:53) The main characteristics of journalistic language are simple, short, concise,
straightforward, clear, clear, interesting, democratic, prioritizing active sentences, avoiding the use
of technical words or terms as much as possible, and complying with the rules and ethics of standard
language. Therefore, an understanding of linguistic rules is very necessary for anyone involved in
writing news, opinions, or other journalistic works.
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Previous studies have shown that language errors remain a common issue in students’
academic writing. Damayanti, Dewi, and Prasetyo (2022), in their study on college students’
paragraph writing, found that grammatical errors frequently occurred in sentence structure, verb
usage, and word selection, indicating that students still experience difficulties in applying language
rules consistently. Similarly, Ginting et al. (2024), who analyzed linguistic errors in scientific articles
written by Indonesian Language Education students, reported that spelling, morphology, and syntax
errors were dominant and influenced the clarity and quality of academic texts. These findings
confirm thatlanguage error analysis is important not only in academic writing but also in journalistic
writing, where accuracy and clarity are equally essential.

Language errors are a natural part of language acquisition and learning. However, in a
journalistic context, these errors need to be controlled to prevent them from disrupting the clarity
and accuracy of the information conveyed. Errors can occur at various linguistic levels, including
spelling, morphology, syntax, and semantics. This phenomenon is quite common in student
journalistic work, including in the online media Genta FKIP UNJA. This student-managed media
serves as a platform for developing skills in writing news, opinion pieces, and features. However, in
practice, many inaccuracies are still found, such as misspellings, inappropriate diction, ineffective
sentence structure, and weak discourse cohesion. These linguistic problems can degrade the quality
of writing and diminish the media's credibility in the eyes of readers.

Various factors cause students' language errors. According to Tarigan, H. G. (2009), these
factors include a lack of understanding of linguistic rules, the influence of spoken language in writing,
and a minimal editing process before the manuscript is published. In journalistic practice, the use of
effective and accurate language is the main key to conveying information clearly and responsibly
(Keraf, G. 2004, Alwi, H. 2010). This challenge is even greater in the digital era, where the speed of
publication often makes linguistic aspects neglected (Romli, Asep Syamsul, 2012). If not immediately
corrected, these errors can develop into negative habits that affect students' professionalism as
prospective journalists or media practitioners.

This study aims to analyze language errors in students' journalistic works and provide
applicable solutions for journalistic language learning. By combining linguistic analysis and a corpus-
based approach, this study offers a more innovative method than conventional analysis. The results
not only map the errors that occur but also form the basis for developing a training module designed
to raise students' awareness of the importance of applying standard language rules. This module is
expected to help students develop more accurate, effective, and professionally standardized news
writing skills.

Thus, this research is expected to make a significant contribution to the teaching of Indonesian,
particularly journalism skills, in the Indonesian Language and Literature Education Study Program,
Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, University of Jambi. The findings of the linguistic analysis
not only help identify weaknesses in student writing but also provide relevant recommendations for
improving the quality of news writing, so that the resulting journalistic products are more qualified,
communicative, and credible.

Methods

To answer the problems explained in the background, this study uses a descriptive linguistic
analysis approach that focuses on identifying and classifying language errors in student journalistic
works (Kridalaksana, H.. 2008). This approach aims to describe the form of errors systematically
based on linguistic principles. The analysis includes several linguistic levels that frequently deviate
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in journalistic writing. At the phonological level, the study focuses on errors reflected in written
forms, such as omission, addition, substitution, or misordering of phonemes that affect spelling
accuracy, as well as incorrect adaptation of loanwords. At the morphological level, the analysis
examines errors in word formation, including misuse of prefixes, suffixes, confixes, reduplication,
plural markers, and non-standard word forms. At the syntactic level, the study identifies errors
related to sentence structure, such as subject-predicate mismatch, double subjects, ineffective
sentence patterns, improper phrase arrangement, and inaccurate use of conjunctions. At the
semantic level, the analysis investigates ambiguity, redundancy of meaning, inappropriate diction,
metaphorical expressions that are not contextually suitable, and sentences that reduce clarity of
information. In addition, this study also examines causal factors behind these errors, including
limited understanding of standard language rules, interference from everyday spoken language
habits, restricted vocabulary mastery, and the lack of systematic editing before publication.

The primary method applied is language error analysis combined with language error theory.
Through this method, errors are grouped into categories such as spelling, grammar, choice of diction,
and discourse coherence. This analysis provides a deeper understanding of error patterns and offers
practical recommendations for Indonesian language learning in journalism. Furthermore, the
research utilizes a corpus-based approach to collect and analyze data objectively. Student
journalistic texts from the online media Genta FKIP UNJA published in 2023-2024 were compiled as
a corpus. Using this technique, error tendencies can be statistically mapped, making dominant
patterns easier to identify.

Data collection was conducted using note-taking techniques, namely noting words, phrases, or
sentences containing language errors. The collected data was then analyzed using a language error
framework encompassing phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics.

Result and Discussion

This section describes the data found in the study. The research data in question is collected
through a data collection process tailored to the topic being discussed. The data comes from 20
Daring Genta FKIP UNJA news articles from 2023 to 2024.

Table 1. Linguistic Error Analysis

Publication Number of Linguistic Error Data
Year Spelling Morphology Syntax  Semantics
2023 46 36 30 30
2024 34 38 26 35
Amount 80 74 56 65

Based on an analysis of 20 news samples published by the online media Genta FKIP during the
2023-2024 period, it was found that the most dominant linguistic errors were related to spelling,
with 80 errors. Furthermore, there were 74 morphological errors, 65 syntactic errors, and 56
semantic errors. These findings indicate that spelling issues account for the largest proportion of
errors compared to other types of errors, thus requiring a primary focus in efforts to improve the
language quality of news writing.

Research Discussion

Spelling Errors
Based on the analysis of spelling errors, several errors were found, as follows: (1) spelling

inaccuracies; (2) loanwords; (3) capitalization; (4) non-standard words; and (5) punctuation.
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Spelling Inaccuracies

Because the data is in the form of written text, the potential for phonological errors is more in
the spelling that represents sounds. For example, in the news headline “Prodi PGSD FKIP Universitas
Jambi Melaksanakan Sosialiasi Model Pembelajaran Kurikulum Merdeka di SDIT Aulia” published on
August 21, 2023, the word "pengbdian" (serving) should be "usaha" (missing the phoneme /a/).
Furthermore, there is a word segmentation that does not conform to the phonological and
morphemic norms of "di tahun" (year).

Furthermore, in the news title “Program Pengabdian Sekolah Binaan Universitas Jambi Garcep:
Sosialisasi Dan Pelatihan Strategi Penulisan Artikel Di Jurnal [Imiah Untuk Guru Yayasan Al-Hidayah”
published on August 16, 2024, there is a deletion of the phoneme /a/ in the second syllable, namely
in the word “melaksankan” which should be “melaksana”. Furthermore, there is the word “peningkat”
written as “meningkat”, there is a deletion of the phoneme /p/ at the beginning of the base word.

Loanwords

Loanwords from foreign languages often pose a problem. Unsettled phonological adaptation
can lead to variations in pronunciation, as in the article titled " Prodi PGSD FKIP Universitas Jambi
Laksanakan Pengabdian Masyarakat di SD Negeri 198/ Pasar Baru, Muara Bulian" published on
August 11, 2024. According to Google Sites, the pronunciation is inconsistent in Indonesian, resulting
in variations between "Gugel" and "Google."

Furthermore, in the article titled "Kemeriahan Semarak Sastra Himabindo 2024," published on
May 16, 2024, several inaccuracies were found in the spelling of loanwords and foreign terms,
particularly regarding the use of hyphens and italics in official texts, such as the phrase "era 5.0."
This data demonstrates the need for appropriate punctuation to ensure more accurate spelling and
formatting in accordance with Indonesian language rules.

Capitalization

Common capitalization errors include the use of a person's name, Sendi situmorang, instead of
Sendi Situmorang. Similarly, capitalization in the middle of the sentence "Usaha ini Juga sudah banyak
dikenal orang." This also applies to the naming of geographical locations, such as Muaro jambi,
instead of Muaro Jambi. This also applies to the names of months in the calendar, such as "oktober -
11 November," instead of Oktober - 11 November.

Non-standard Words

Spelling errors in non-standard words were found, such as in the article titled "Kreativitas
Mahasiswa Dalam Mengolah Buah Pinang Menjadi Pundi-Pundi Uang." Non-standard words were
found, such as "luluran" (which should be "lulur") or "perawatan lulur". Similarly, "memenangin "
(which should be "memenangi") or " menang dalam".

Punctuation

Inthe May 19, 2023, article titled " Tingkatkan Kemampuan Berbicara Mahasiswa Melalui KDMI
2023," several sentences lacked consistency in the use of commas and periods, for example, before
and after titles, such as "Dr. KA Rahman, M.Pd. I" should be "Dr. K. A. Rahman, M.Pd.l." Incorrect
punctuation causes inappropriate reading pauses and errors were also found in the article entitled
" Semarak Sosialisasi Inovasi Taman Tampuk Manggis: Mahasiswa PPK ORMAWA IMATIKA UNJA
Gandeng Masyarakat Olak Kemang" published July 28, 2024 with the data "Tim Program Penguatan
Kapasitas Kemahasiswaan (PPK ORMAWA) IMATIKA Universitas Jambi mengadakan sosialisasi yang
melibatkan beberapa mitra internal yang berada di Olak Kemang yang mana diantaranya telah
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bergabung Pemberdayaan dan Kesejahteraan Keluarga (PKK), Karang Taruna, Rukun Tetangga (RT)
dan Masyarakat umum. Kegiatan ini dilaksankan di kantor lurah Olak Kemang yang bertempatan di
RT 08 dengan waktu pelaksanaan dari siang hingga sore". This experienced errors related to
punctuation with long sentences without pauses such as commas.

Morphological Errors
Based on the analysis of syntactic error elements, several errors were found, detailed as

follows: (1) affixation; (2) plural forms; and (3) redundancy.
Affixation

In several news titles, affixation errors are often found, such as the word "pelaksankan" should
be "dilaksanakan”. The word "di akhir" should be "diakhir. The word "ditahun" should be "di tahun"
because "di-" is not a prefix for adverbs of time. These errors arise from the writer's lack of
understanding of the function and spelling of the prefix "di-" and the preposition "di." The prefix "di-
" is used in passive verbs and is written together, while the preposition "di" is written separately.
Furthermore, an affixation error was also found in the word "digadengkan dengan kelapa sawit",
"dipangsaran” should be " ditumpangsarikan dengan kelapa sawit".

Plural Form

Data found in the news headline "“Prodi PGSD FKIP Universitas Jambi Melaksanakan Sosialiasi
Model Pembelajaran Kurikulum Merdeka di SDIT Aulia " published on August 21, 2023, shows that
the use of "guru-guru" is already plural, and the article also mentions all previous teachers. In
Indonesian language rules, plural markers are indicated by only one form: reduplication (guru-guru)

or explanatory words such as "semua,” "para,” "semua," and the like.
Redundancy

Redundancy is the excessive use of a word, creating a redundant word. However, this word

«

can be removed without disrupting the sentence's integrity. Data found, such as “... dengan
diresmikannya kanal Podcast YouTube Prodi Bimbingan dan Konseling ini......“ should suffice, as the
podcast channel is clearly located on YouTube. Similarly, in the July 26, 2023, news edition, in the
sentence “.... pengalaman langsung tenaga pendidik (guru) dalam membuat portofolio digital...”, the
word “tenaga pendidikan (guru) " already indicates that the word "guru" encompasses the meaning
of "tenaga pendidik." It appears that this additional element does not provide new information and
can be removed without changing the meaning. Therefore, news writers need to pay attention to

word choice to avoid unnecessary repetition, ensuring a concise, and consistent message.

Syntactic Errors
Based on the analysis of syntactic error elements, several errors were found, detailed as

follows: (1) Subject-predicate mismatch; (2) subject repetition; and (3) use of conjunctions.
Subject-Predicate Mismatch

In the August 21, 2023, news report, “Kegiatan ini bertujuan agar warga sekolah SDIT Aulia
khusunya para guru mengetahui dan mampu mengimplementasikan...”, appears ineffective. A more
effective sentence would use a simple structure, such as “Kegiatan ini bertujuan agar para guru di
SDIT Aulia...“, which places the main objective directly at the beginning of the clause. Similarly, in the
June 17, 2023, report, “Kegiatan ini pertama kali di selenggarakan oleh Prodi PBSI" it would be more
effective to write “Kegiatan ini merupakan yang pertama kali diselenggarakan oleh Prodi PBSI.”,
which presents the relationship between the subject and predicate more clearly.

Subject Repetition
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According to Kridalaksana (2007:88), repetition (reduplication) occurs in lexemes that
produce clauses. Data found in the news article “Melalui kegiatan pelatihan pengabdian pada
masyarakat yang dilakukan oleh dosen PGSD tentang model pembelajaran kurikulum merdeka akan
memberikan solusi...”. This data found a double subject, creating an ambiguous sentence. A more
effective sentence would be “Kegiatan pelatihan ini memberikan solusi..“. Other data, such as
“Kegiatan ini disertai juga sesi pemotongan pita...”, found a double subject between the kegiatan and
sesi. It would be clearer if it were written “Kegiatan ini juga mencakup sesi pemotongan pita...”.

Furthermore, the news article title “Dosen Prodi PGSD melakukan pengabdian kepada
masyarakat di SDN 111/1 Muara Bulian” published on July 18, 2024, found, ,“Kegiatan ini menjadi
sebuah agenda rutin... dosen dalam Tri Dharma Perguruan Tinggi, dan merupakan agenda rutin yang
harus dilaksanakan”. The use of the phrase "agenda rutin" twice creates unnecessary repetition. This
sentence can be condensed into “Kegiatan ini menjadi agenda rutin dosen dalam Tri Dharma
Perguruan Tinggi yang harus dilaksanakan”.

Use of Conjunctions

The use of conjunctions in a news article published on August 11, 2023, “...YouTubers dengan
kanal Yanto Tanjung yang memiliki 132.000 subscriber dan telah mendapatkan Silver Play Button dari
YouTube dan masuk kategori..” The use of "dan" twice makes the sentence less effective. The
sentence should be rephrased, for example: “..YouTuber dengan kanal Yanto Tanjung yang memiliki
132.000 subscriber, telah mendapatkan Silver Play Button dari YouTube, serta masuk kategori...”.

Another example is data from June 26, 2023, “...bagi masyarakat desa, ini merupakan harapan
baru untuk pengembangan potensi dan peningkatan kualitas hidup. Bagi yayasan KSE dan donator
PT. Insight Investment Manajement, ini adalah bukti nyata...”. The repetition of "bagi .... ini.." makes
the text monotonous. The sentence would be more varied if rewritten as: “Harapan baru untuk
pengembangan potensi dan peningkatan kualitas hidup muncul bagi masyarakat desa. Sementara bagi
Yayasan KSE dan donator PT Insight Investment Management, hal ini menjadi bukti nyata...”.

In addition, there were also inaccuracies in conjunctions such as “Diharapkan nantinya ada
pertunjukan lain yang hadir dari teater Himabindo”. should be: “Diharapkan nantinya ada
pertunjukan lain yang dipersembahkan oleh Teater Himabindo.”. A similar thing was found in the data
of March 29, 2023 “Dimana mereka mulai mampu merawat diri’. The conjunction “dimana” in the
sentence is not appropriate to the context because it is used as a conjunction of place, not to connect
explanatory clauses. A more appropriate choice is “Pada tahap ini mereka mulai mampu merawat
diri.”.

Semantic Errors
Based on the analysis of syntactic error elements, several errors were found, detailed as

follows: (1) ambiguity; (2) sentence effectiveness; (3) redundancy of meaning; and (4) metaphorical
meaning.

Ambiguity
According to Pateda (2010:201), ambiguity appears in various variations of written and

spoken language. Sometimes, listening to someone's speech and reading a text, it is difficult to
understand what is being said or read.

Data in a news article titled “Dosen Prodi PGSD melakukan pengabdian kepada masyarakat di
SDN 64/ Muara Bulian“ (July 28, 2024). Several ambiguous or unclear phrases, such as

‘memberikan solusi atas kendala untuk memaksimalkan rancangan perangkat pembelajaran” can
be simplified to “memberikan solusi atas kendala guru dalam merancang perangkat pembelajaran®.
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In the same news article, “Membiasakan diri bagi guru-guru” the meaning of "membiasakan
diri" is inaccurate, as it refers to “membiasakan guru-guru menggunakan perangkat pembelajaran”.

In the news article titled “ Launching dan Peresmian Kanal Youtube Podcast “Klik: Konsultasi
Asyik” Prodi BK“ (August 11, 2023),“Podcast ini menjadi media yang lebih cepat dan tepat bagi
masyarakat”the phrase “lebih cepat dan tepat tidak jelas” is unclear: lebih cepat dibanding apa, and
appropriate in bagaimana.

In the news article dated March 28, 2023, “Makrab ini sebagai momentum kami untuk
mempererat lagi peraturan-peraturan yang ada di kampus"“ remains ambiguous. Regulations cannot
be “diperkuat”; it would be more appropriate to “menegaskan kembali“.

In the article dated March 27, 2023, “kuliah umum yang lewat itu baru bisa ada kerja sama ini".
The sentence becomes unclear. A more effective sentence would be: “Melalui kuliah umum yang telah
dilaksanakan, terbuka peluang kerja sama dengan Géttingen, Jerman.”

These data show that ambiguity often arises from inappropriate word choice, overly long
phrases, or unclear relationships between elements. Ambiguity can obscure the intended message,
reducing the effectiveness of news communication.

Sentence Effectiveness

In the March 1, 2024, data titled “Pengurus Baru, Semangat Baru! Pelantikkan dan Musyawarah
Kerja Badan Pengurus Harian Himabindo Periode 2023/2024“ there is a lack of coherence in
sentences such as “Dekan Bidang Kemahasiswaan dan Alumni Prof. Dr. Supian... berharap pengurus
yang baru bisa lebih meningkatkan peluang Mahasiswa PBSI untuk berprestasiserta dapat
meneruskan program kerja dari pengurus lama”. This sentence contains too much information in a
single clause. The sentence would be clearer and easier to understand if broken down, such as
“Dekan Bidang Kemahasiswaan dan Alumni, Prof. Dr. Supian, berharap pengurus baru dapat
meningkatkan peluang mahasiswa PBSI untuk berprestasi. la juga berharap program kerja dari
pengurus lama dapat diteruskan.”,

A similar finding is found in the March 28, 2023, data: “bahwa kegiatan makrab ini memang
sudah ada sejak dahulu tetapi sempat terhenti dkarenakan pandemic covid jadi kegiatan ini
terbengkalai...” This sentence is too long, wordy, and ineffective. A more concise structure can be
made, “Kegiatan makrab ini sebenarnya sudah ada sejak dahulu, tetapi sempat terhenti karena
pandemi Covid-19 sehingga pelaksanaannya terbengkalai.”.

Redundancy of Meaning

In the news article titled “Prodi PGSD FKIP Universitas Jambi Melaksanakan Sosialiasi Model
Pembelajaran Kurikulum Merdeka di SDIT Aulia” there is a redundancy of meaning: “seluruh Guru
SDIT Aulia, Muara Bulian dihadiri sebanyak 22 orang"“. According to Chaer (2009:105), redundancy
is a linguistic element, either a word or a sentence, that is excessive in an utterance, resulting in an
exaggerated meaning. The data contains a confusing phrase, as if 22 teachers were present, but the
sentence structure is unclear. The sentence would be clearer if it were written, “Kegiatan ini dihadiri
oleh 22 guru SDIT Aulia, Muara Bulian.”

Furthermore, the news article also contains the title “Launching dan Peresmian Kanal Youtube
Podcast “Klik: Konsultasi Asyik” Prodi BK“. The same meaning is found in the sentence, namely in the
quote “Launching dan Peresmian” both have almost the same meaning (peluncuran). It is sufficient
to use one or the other to save meaning. Likewise, the June 17, 2023, data 2023 “pesan-pesan sebagai
wujud apresiasi sastra“ does not require the plural form, as the plural meaning is implied in the
"pesan-pesan”. A more efficient sentence would be: “pesan sebagai wujud apresiasi sastra”.
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Metaphorical Meaning

In the June 17, 2023, data, “bangga dan juga ada rasa takut” the meaning of fear here is not
literal fear, but rather nervousness or anxiety, which needs to be refined to be more semantically
accurate. Similarly, in the news article titled "Peresmian Comdev: Pengembangan Pertanian
Terintegrasi Desa Kasang Kota Karang”," the data “........ lokasi pengabdian yang akan menjadi jantung
dari program pengembangan masyarakat " is metaphorical, but can be confusing if not clarified.
Although metaphorical, the phrase can confuse readers unfamiliar with figurative language. A more
straightforward sentence would be “Lokasi pengabdian yang akan menjadi pusat program
pengembangan masyarakat.”. Similarly, in the August 21, 2023, data, “pembelajaran yang
memerdekakan pemikiran dan potensi siswa secara utuh” semantically has good meaning, but the
phrase "memerdekakan" tends to be metaphorical and can lead to multiple interpretations.

Conclusion

The research results show that language errors in student journalistic work in the online
media Genta FKIP UNJA remain quite high across various linguistic levels. The most dominant errors
were found in spelling, followed by morphology, semantics, and syntax. These findings indicate that
non-compliance with spelling rules is a major issue affecting the quality of student news writing.
Further analysis revealed that these errors stem not only from a weak mastery of linguistic rules,
such as knowledge of spelling, morphology, syntax, and semantics, but also from external factors,
including the influence of spoken language on writing, limited vocabulary, ineffective sentence
structure, and minimal editing before publication. Therefore, improving the quality of student
journalistic writing requires a comprehensive strategy that includes the use of error analysis-based
writing modules. These efforts are expected to produce journalistic work that is more accurate,
effective, communicative, and in line with professional standards, while simultaneously
strengthening a culture of academic literacy on campus.
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