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Abstract. The purpose of the study was to analyse the reading comprehension skills of Babas Alas Lo folktales 
of class X Homeschooling Kusalamitra Gunung Kidul students. The type of research is descriptive quantitative 
research. Data from the reading comprehension skills test of folktales were analysed through descriptive sta-
tistics. The research was conducted at Kusalamitra Homeschooling, Wonosari sub-district, Gunung Kidul dis-
trict. The research implementation time was from April to July 2024. The population used in this study were 
all grade X Homeschooling Kusalamitra students totalling 19 students. The data collection technique used was 
the test technique. The results of the research analysis of reading comprehension skills, focusing on the ability 
to analyse themes, plot, characters and characterizations, story setting, point of view, language style, and 
meaning in folklore. reading comprehension skills of folklore Babad Alas Lo in Class X Homeschooling 
Kusalamitra students in the good category. The average value of students' reading comprehension skills is 
80.95. Students who successfully scored the reading comprehension skills of Babad Alas Lo folklore in the 
range of 86-100 (excellent) were 36.86%. 36.86% of the students who got the reading comprehension skill 
score of folktales of Babad Alas Lo with the range of 76-85 (good). As many as 26.32% of students got the score 
of reading comprehension skills of folktales of Babad Alas Lo with the range of 56-74 (fair). 
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Introduction 
In education, reading comprehension skills play an essential role in developing critical 

thinking, analytical skills and in-depth understanding of learning materials. Reading comprehension 

skills are very important, especially in Indonesian language lessons. The ability to read is the key to 

learning various sciences including important information in life (Widiyarto et al. 2021). 

Understanding the cultural and linguistic context is the main basis in the formation of student 

literacy. In Indonesia, folklore has long been used as one of the media for language learning. Folktales 

not only enrich local cultural insights but also introduce moral and social values. The folktale "Babad 

Alas Lo", as one of the cultural heritages full of historical significance, holds values that can encourage 

students to delve deeper into the local context while improving reading comprehension skills. 

However, although many studies discuss the importance of folktales in Indonesian language 

learning, there are still few studies that focus on how folktales can effectively improve reading 

comprehension skills, especially at the senior high school level. This study aims to bridge the gap by 

exploring and analysing the reading comprehension skills of the folktale "Babad Alas Lo" while 

assessing its contribution to the Indonesian language learning process. 
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Although reading comprehension skills are one of the important aspects of language 

education, students still face various challenges in mastering reading skills. Especially in Indonesian 

language learning. Students often experience difficulties in understanding the content and meaning 

of literary texts, especially those related to complex cultural and moral contexts, such as those found 

in folktales. The folktale "Babad Alas Lo" presents its own challenges in this regard. Folktales contain 

historical, cultural values, as well as implied moral messages. Students' inability to capture these 

implicit meanings not only impacts on their understanding of the story's content, but also on their 

ability to develop analytical skills. Students lack understanding of a reading presented by the teacher 

and students' interest in reading is very lacking. Students' reading comprehension skills in 

Indonesian language learning are still not optimal (Musnar Indra Daulay and Nurmnalina 2021). 

Based on the results of preliminary observations to test the understanding of second semester 

students of the Language and Literature Education Study Programme, Faculty of Teacher Training 

and Education, Tridinanti University Palembang towards reading material. The average result 

obtained from the observation is 244 kpm with an understanding level of 61.11%. Referring to 

Amalia's research findings, it can be stated that students are not optimal in reading comprehension 

skills (Amalia 2019). The results of research findings (Gunarwati, Maula & Nurasiah, 2021) students 

will experience difficulties in learning reading comprehension skills when the learning environment 

is not conducive so that there is interference from their peers. 

Students' reading skills are less than optimal due to several factors, namely; the learning 

models and methods applied by teachers are still traditional, low motivation and interest in 

participating in reading lessons and inadequate learning media. Learning to read comprehension, 

students are generally presented with learning media in the form of reading texts, after being 

assigned by the teacher to answer questions related to the content of the reading given. The impact 

is that students become discouraged when asked to read on their own. As a result, students lack 

understanding of reading material (Daulay & Nurmnalina, 2021). 

Unfortunately, there is a lack of research that focuses on evaluating the reading 

comprehension skills of folktales at the senior high school level. Therefore, this study aims to explore 

this issue by analysing the reading comprehension skills of the folktale "Babad Alas Lo," to identify 

the challenges and potential benefits that folktales can provide in improving the quality of literacy 

comprehension of grade X Homeschooling Kusalamitra Gunung Kidul students. This research is 

expected to make a real contribution to culture-based Indonesian language learning that not only 

serves to train literacy skills, but also to introduce and maintain the cultural heritage of the 

Indonesian nation. 

Although there are various studies that discuss literacy and the use of literary texts in 

Indonesian language education, research on reading comprehension skills through a folklore 

approach at the senior secondary education level is still relatively limited. Most previous studies 

tend to focus on the basic understanding or use of folktales at the primary and secondary education 

levels, with little attention to their impact in developing students' reading comprehension skills at 

the senior secondary level. In addition, most studies on folktales only emphasise their cultural or 

moral values, while structural and linguistic elements that have the potential to improve reading 

comprehension skills have not been widely explored. Therefore, this study fills the gap in the 

literature by analysing the reading comprehension skills of the folktale "Babad Alas Lo" in the context 

of Indonesian language learning. Through this approach, it is hoped that this study can broaden the 

horizon of Indonesian language learning. This study offers a significant contribution in culture-based 

literacy studies by highlighting the role of the folktale "Babad Alas Lo" as a tool to improve students' 

reading comprehension skills. The novelty of this study lies in its approach of integrating local 
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cultural values in advanced literacy development, which has not been widely addressed in 

conventional literacy studies. By focusing on folklore as a learning medium, this study not only seeks 

to analyse students' reading comprehension skills, but also places folklore as an important element 

in the Indonesian language learning process. In addition, the justification for this research is based 

on the importance of culturally relevant learning methods, which are not only able to improve 

comprehension skills but also strengthen students' cultural identity. Thus, this research is expected 

to provide a new perspective to support the preservation and deeper understanding of local wisdom 

among students. 

Reading is one of the skills that students need. Reading comprehension is one of the skills 

developed to increase student knowledge (Ambarita, Wulan & Wahyudin, 2021) . According to 

(Nurhadi 2016) explains reading the process of critically creative reading processing carried out to 

gain a thorough understanding of the content of reading material, which is followed by an 

assessment of the state, value, function, and impact of reading. Reading is a way to obtain 

information from reading material, both in the form of pictures and written media and also a 

combination in the form of graphic symbols and changes into meaningful speech in the form of 

understanding done silently or aloud (Suandi, Sudiana & Nurjaya, 2018)  

According to (Ngalimun, 2022) explains reading comprehension is a process to recognise or 

identify text, then recall the contents of the text. Reading comprehension can be interpreted as an 

activity of making a sequence about the description of the contents of a text, being able to evaluate 

as well as being able to respond to what is contained in the text. The findings of (Ambarita, Wulan & 

Wahyudin, 2021), reveal that students who have optimal reading skills will enrich vocabulary, 

expand knowledge, train the speech apparatus, have reasoning power, and have the ability to 

respond to the content of the reading they read. According to (Sulikhah, Utomo & Santoso, 2020) the 

measurement of students' reading comprehension skills can be known after understanding the 

content of the reading, either by making a summary as well as oral or written or answering several 

questions that test students' understanding of the reading.  

Folklore is an important part of Indonesian language learning. Folklore is a story that develops 

in society and is classified as a fictional story originating from a particular region with certain 

characteristics depending on where the story comes from (Maryatin 2018). Folklore has many 

aspects of education, philosophy and the benefits of originality and distinctive Indonesian culture. 

Through folklore, students can learn about the traditions and culture before they were born and can 

also be used as an example for a better life (Ahmadi, Ardianti & Pratiwi 2021).  

The focus of reading comprehension of folklore Babad Alas Lo in this study is that students can 

understand the theme of folklore, plot, characters, setting, point of view, language style, and meaning 

of the story. According to (Kosasih, 2012) theme is the idea that weaves the structure of the story 

content. The theme of a story concerns issues, whether in the form of humanitarian issues, power, 

love cases, struggles, and so on. The plot is a story development pattern formed by cause and effect 

relationships. Characterisation is the way the author describes and develops the characters in the 

story. Background or setting is the place and time of events or events in the story. The various 

settings in the story are place setting and time setting. Point of view is the author's position in 

presenting the story. The language style in the story serves to create a persuasive tone or 

atmosphere and compose dialogue that can show the relationship and interaction between 

characters in the story. The mandate in the story is a moral teaching or didactic message that the 

author wants to convey to the reader through literary works. Readers to find the mandate are not 

enough to skim, but must read the story thoroughly. 
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Methods 
The research employed a descriptive quantitative design. Data obtained from the folklore 

reading comprehension test were analyzed using descriptive statistics. The study was conducted at 

Kusalamitra Homeschooling in Wonosari Sub-district, Gunung Kidul District, from April to July 2024. 

The population of this study consisted of all Grade X students at Kusalamitra Homeschooling, 

totaling 19 students. The data collection technique used was a test in the form of essay questions 

designed to measure reading comprehension skills, specifically focusing on the ability to analyze the 

intrinsic elements of the folklore “Babad Alas Lo.” These elements include theme, plot, characters, 

setting, point of view, language style, and moral message. 

The data processing procedures included: (1) compiling raw score data; (2) constructing a 

frequency distribution of raw scores; (3) calculating students’ reading comprehension scores; (4) 

creating a classification table of students’ reading comprehension levels; and (5) determining the 

average level of ability. 

Results and Discussion 
The results of the research analysis of reading comprehension skills focus on the ability to 

analyze themes, plot, characters and characterizations, story setting, point of view, language style, 

and meaning in folklore. The analysis of reading comprehension skills of Babad Alas Lo folktales of 

grade X Homeschooling Kusalamitra Gunung Kidul students can be presented as follows. Students' 

reading comprehension skills related to the Babad Alas Lo folklore theme can be presented in Table 

1 below. 

Table 1. Test Results of Reading Comprehension Skills in Analysing the Theme of Folklore of Babad Alas Lo. 

No Sample Code Value 

1 S001 100 

2 S002 100 

3 S003 87,5 
4 S004 75 

5 S005 100 

6 S006 87,5 

7 S007 87,5 
8 S008 75 

9 S009 100 

10 S010 75 

11 S011 100 
12 S012 87,5 

13 S013 37,5 

14 S014 100 

15 S015 87,5 
16 S016 87,5 

17 S017 87,5 

18 S018 100 

19 S019 75 

Table 1 shows that the reading comprehension skills test scores in understanding the theme 

of the folklore of Babad Alas Lo are included in the excellent category with an average score of 86.84. 

A total of 18 students (94.74%) were able to understand the theme of the folklore of Babad Alas Lo 

correctly. There was 1 student (5.26%) who was less able to understand the theme of the Babas Alas 

Lo folktale. Students' reading comprehension skills in understanding the plot of the story can be 

presented in table 2 below. 
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Table 2. Test Results of Reading Comprehension Skills in Understanding the Plot of Folklore Babad Alas Lo 

No Sample Code Value 

1 S001 87,5 

2 S002 87,5 

3 S003 50 
4 S004 87,5 

5 S005 100 

6 S006 87,5 

7 S007 50 
8 S008 50 

9 S009 62,5 

10 S010 62,5 

11 S011 87,5 
12 S012 100 

13 S013 100 

14 S014 87,5 

15 S015 62,5 
16 S016 87,5 

17 S017 87,5 

18 S018 87,5 

19 S019 87,5 

Based on table 2, it can be explained that the test scores of reading comprehension skills in 

understanding the plot of Babad Alas Lo Folklore are in the good category. The average value of 

students' reading comprehension skills in understanding the plot of the story is 79.61 in the good 

category. A number (68.42) were able to answer correctly the plot of the Babas Alas Lo folktale. 

There were (31.68%) less able to answer correctly the plot of the folktale. The results of students' 

skills in understanding the characters and characterisations in the folklore of Babad Alas Lo are 

presented in table 3 below. 

Table 3. Test Results of Reading Comprehension Skills in Understanding the Characters and Characterisations of 

Folklore Babad Alas Lo 

No Sample Code Value 

1 S001 75 

2 S002 87,5 

3 S003 87,5 
4 S004 87,5 

5 S005 100 

6 S006 87,5 

7 S007 87,5 
8 S008 37,5 

9 S009 100 

10 S010 100 

11 S011 87,5 
12 S012 87,5 

13 S013 87,5 

14 S014 100 

15 S015 100 
16 S016 87,5 

17 S017 100 

18 S018 87,5 

19 S019 100 

Based on table 3, it can be seen that the reading comprehension skills of Babad Alas Lo folklore 

characters in class X Homeschooling Kusalamitra students are included in the excellent category. 

The average value of reading comprehension skills in understanding folklore characters is 89.47. 

Students who were able to correctly answer the folklore characters were 94.74%. Students who 

were unable to correctly answer the folklore characters of Babad Alas Lo were 5.26%. The results of 
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students' reading comprehension skills in understanding the setting of the folklore of Babad Alas Lo 

can be described in table 4 below. 

Table 4. Test Results of Reading Comprehension Skills in Understanding the Setting of Folklore Babad Alas Lo 

No Sample Code Value 

1 S001 100 

2 S002 100 

3 S003 87,5 

4 S004 100 

5 S005 100 

6 S006 100 

7 S007 75 

8 S008 75 

9 S009 87,5 

10 S010 87,5 

11 S011 100 

12 S012 75 

13 S013 87,5 

14 S014 100 

15 S015 87,5 

16 S016 62,5 

17 S017 87,5 

18 S018 87,5 

19 S019 100 

Based on table 4, the reading comprehension skills test scores in understanding the setting of 

the folklore of Babad Alas Lo are in the able category. The average value of understanding the setting 

of the folklore of Babad Alas Lo is 88.82. Students who were able to answer correctly regarding the 

setting of the story were 94.74%. Students who were unable to answer correctly the setting of the 

Babas Alas Lo folktale were 5.26%. The results of students' reading comprehension skills in 

understanding the point of view of the Babad Alas Lo folktale can be explained through table 5 below. 

Table 5. Test Score Results of Reading Comprehension Skills in Understanding the Point of View of Folklore Babad Alas 

Lo 

No Sample Code Value 

1 S001 87,5 

2 S002 87,5 

3 S003 87,5 
4 S004 87,5 

5 S005 100 

6 S006 50 

7 S007 50 
8 S008 87,5 

9 S009 62,5 

10 S010 50 

11 S011 100 
12 S012 87,5 

13 S013 100 

14 S014 100 

15 S015 0 
16 S016 37,5 

17 S017 100 

18 S018 100 

19 S019 75 



Sujiono. Analysis of Reading Comprehension Skills of the Folklore  
RETORIKA: Jurnal Ilmu Bahasa, 12(1) of Babad Alas Lo in Indonesian Language Subjects 

Page | 155  

Based on table 5, the value of the reading comprehension skills test in understanding the point 

of view of the Babad Alas Lo Folktale is in the good category. The average value of students' reading 

comprehension skills in understanding point of view is 76.32. Students who were able to answer 

correctly were 68.42%. There were 31.58% of students who were unable to answer correctly 

regarding the point of view in the folktale of Babad Alas Lo. The results of students' understanding 

of language style in the folklore of Babad Alas Lo are presented in table 6 below. 

Table 6. Test Score Results of Reading Comprehension Skills in Understanding the Language Style of Folklore Babad Alas 

Lo 

No Sample Code Value 

1 S001 100 

2 S002 100 

3 S003 87,5 

4 S004 100 

5 S005 100 

6 S006 50 

7 S007 50 

8 S008 50 

9 S009 50 

10 S010 37,5 

11 S011 0 

12 S012 87,5 

13 S013 50 

14 S014 0 

15 S015 0 

16 S016 0 

17 S017 87,5 

18 S018 100 

19 S019 100 

Based on table 6, the test scores of reading comprehension skills in understanding the 

language style in the Babad Alas Lo Folktale are students in the sufficient category. The average value 

of reading comprehension skills related to language style in Babad Alas Lo folklore is 60.53. Students 

who were able to answer correctly related to language style in folklore were 47.37%. Students who 

were less able to answer correctly related to the language style in the folklore of Babad Alas Lo were 

52.63%. The reading comprehension skills of students related to the meaning of the folklore of 

Babad Alas Lo can be explained in table 7 below. 
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Table 7. Test Score Results of Reading Comprehension Skills in Understanding the Meaning of Folklore Babad Alas Lo 

No Sample Code Value 

1 S001 100 

2 S002 100 

3 S003 87,5 

4 S004 100 

5 S005 100 

6 S006 50 

7 S007 50 

8 S008 50 

9 S009 50 

10 S010 37,5 

11 S011 0 

12 S012 87,5 

13 S013 50 

14 S014 0 

15 S015 0 

16 S016 0 

17 S017 87,5 

18 S018 100 

19 S019 100 

Based on table 7, the test scores of reading comprehension skills in understanding the meaning 

of the folklore of Babad Alas Lo are in the good category. The average score of students 

understanding the meaning contained in the folklore of Babas Alas Lo is 83.55. Students who were 

able to answer correctly about the meaning in the folklore of Babad Alas Lo were 84.21%. Those who 

were unable to answer correctly regarding the meaning of the folklore of Babad Alas Lo were 

15.79%. The results of reading comprehension skills scores related to theme, plot, character and 

characterisation, story setting, point of view, language style, and meaning are used as the basis for 

recapitulating the final score. The recapitulation of the final score of reading comprehension skills 

of Babad Alas Lo folktales in class X Homeschooling Kusalamitra, Gunung Kidul, is presented in table 

8 below. 

Table 8. Recapitulation of Final Score of Reading Comprehension Skills of Students of Folklore Babad Alas Lo 

No Sample Code Value 
1 S001 91 
2 S002 93 
3 S003 84 
4 S004 77 
5 S005 100 
6 S006 79 
7 S007 66 
8 S008 63 
9 S009 79 

10 S010 70 
11 S011 79 
12 S012 88 
13 S013 79 
14 S014 84 
15 S015 63 
16 S016 64 
17 S017 93 
18 S018 95 
19 S019 91 
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Referring to table 8, it can be explained that the reading comprehension skills of the folklore 

"Babad Alas Lo" in class X Homeschooling Kusalamitra students are in the good category. The 

average value of students' reading comprehension skills is 80.95 

 
Figure 1. Reading Comprehension Skills of Folklore Babad Alas Lo 

Based on Figure 1, it can be explained that students who successfully scored the reading 

comprehension skills of Babad Alas Lo folklore in the range of 86-100 (excellent) were 36.86%. As 

many as 36.86% of students scored the reading comprehension skills of folktales of Babad Alas Lo 

with the range of 76-85 (good). As many as 26.32% of students got the score of reading 

comprehension skills of folklore of Babad Alas Lo with the range of 56-74 (fair). Reading 

comprehension skills possessed by class X Homeschooling Kusalamitra students support the 

achievement of student learning outcomes in learning. Reading comprehension skills students gain 

insight, intelligence, knowledge, and the ability to solve problems in the implementation of learning 

(Hasanudin, 2009; Rahim, 2011; Somadayo, 2011; Halawa, 2020). Reading comprehension skills 

possessed by students can condition students to be more active in learning. 

Conclusion 
Based on the results of the research that has been described, it can be concluded that the 

reading comprehension skills of Babad Alas Lo folklore in Class X Homeschooling Kusalamitra 

students are in the good category. Reading comprehension skills of Babad Alas Lo folklore in Class X 

Homeschooling Kusalamitra students with an average score of 80.95. Students who successfully 

scored the reading comprehension skills of Babad Alas Lo folklore in the range of 86-100 (excellent) 

were 36.86%. 36.86% of students who got the reading comprehension skills of Babad Alas Lo 

folklore in the range of 76-85 (good). As many as 26.32% of students got the score of reading 

comprehension skills of folktales of Babad Alas Lo with the range of 56-74 (fair). 
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